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•Jeremiah  V.  <29. 

Shall  1  not  vifit  for  thefe  Things,  faith 
the  Lord  ?  Shall  not  my  Soul  he 
avenged  on  fuch  a  Nation  as  this  ? 


U  R  Prophet  is  fent  to  exhort 
the  Jews  to  Repentance,  by  Mo¬ 
tives  the  moft  perfuafive  of  any 
Thing  in  Nature,  viz..  Self- 
Prefervation,and  fecuring  their 
Country  from  thofe  terrible 
Judgments  which  God  was  juft 
reauy,  to  lend  upon  them  for  their  Iniquities. 

The  National  Chara£ler  given  of  them  in  this 
Chapter,  is,  That  they  made  an  ill  Ufe  of  all  Ver.  3, 
God’s  Bleilings,  both  Spiritual  and  Temporal ; 
that  they  were  incorrigible ;  that  they  turned  his  -—7* 
Grace  into  Wantonnefs  :  That  their  Luxury  had' 
brought  forth  Atheifm  and  Infidelity  ;  that  they 
had  introduced  great  Abufes  in  the  Civil  State,  and  ^^25* 
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Ver.  31.  were  pleafed  with  the  general  Corruption  of  the 
Ecclefiaftical. 

It  was  now  almoft  Forty  Years  that  God,  who 
is  flow  to  Anger,  had  born  their  walking  dire£Hy 
contrary  to  that  Covenant  which  they  had  made 
«  Chron.  with  Him  under  King  Jofiah ;  and  fo  long  had  Je- 
34,  29.  remiah  preached  Repentance  to  that  devoted  Peo¬ 
ple,  who  all  along  defpifed  his  Counfel,  fet  at 
naught  his  Reproofs,  and  neglected  his  Exhorta¬ 
tions.  * 

Pfal.  9 But  although  He  had  been  almoE  Forty  Tears 
10.  long  grieved  with  this  Generation ,  yet  did  He  ftill 
gracioufly  forbear  to  punifh  it ,  till  He  had 
tried  all  Expedients  poflible,  to  turn  away  His  » 
Jer.  5.  1.  Wrath  from  fuch  deferving  Objefts.  '  Run  ye  to 
and  fro ,  fays  the  Prophet,  thorough  the  Streets  of 
Jerufalem,  and  fee  now  and  know ,  and  feek  in  the 
broad  Places  thereof  if  ye  can  find  a  Man ,  if  there 
be  any  (dingle  Perfon)  that  executeth  Judgment* 
that  feeketh  the  Truths  and  1  will  pardon  ft,  for  his 
fake.  This  folitary  Hope  being  difappointed,  he  * 
proceeds  to  find  out  fomething1  to  fay  in  their 
Vindication,  and  lays  the  Fault  of  their  Wicked- 
nefs  upon  the  Deficiency  of  their  XJndef  landing,, 
that  they  had  no  Capacity  to  receive  Inftruftioh, 
and  pleads  their  Ignorance  in  Excufe  of  their 
Folly,  as  if  it  was  invincible.  Surely ,  fays  he, 

- -4.  thefe  are  poor ,  they  are  foolifij ,  for  they  know  not  the 

Way  of  the  Lord ,  nor  the  Judgments  of  their  (fod  :  I 
"*■"  —5.  will  get  me  unto  the  great  Men ,  and  will  fpeak  unto 
them  ^  for  they  have  knotpn  the  Way  of  the  Lord$ 
and  the  Judgment  of  their  God  3  but  thefe  have  al¬ 
together  broken  the  Yokr9  and  burfi  the  Bonds .  No® 
thing  now  remains,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking 
for  of  Judgment ,  becaufe  no  Excufe  nor  Apology 
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can  be  made  for  Sins  of  Prefumption ;  £nd  the 
Queftion  of  my  Text,  which  is  repeated  in  this 
Chapter,  befides  fetting  forth  the  Certainty  of 
God’s  Vifitation,  feems  to  be  an  Appeal  to  the 
common  Senfe  of  Mankind  $  nay,  even  to  the 
Delinquents  themfelves,  Whether  National  Judg¬ 
ments  are  not  due  to  National  Crimes  and  Cor¬ 
ruptions,  which  arife  not  for  Want  of  Knpwledge, 
but  from  the  Abufe  of  it  j  not  from  Ignorance  of 
God’s  Laws,  but  an  open  Defiance  and  Contempt 
of  them  ?  Shall  1  not  vifit  for  thefe  Things ,  faith 
the  Lord  ?  Shall  not  my  Soul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a 
Ration  as  this  ? 

The  SubjeO:  of  this  Denunciation  is  indeed  par¬ 
ticular,  but  the  Import  of  it  is  univerfal,  appli¬ 
cable  to  any  People  or  Nation  upon  Ear’th  in  fuch 
unhappy  Circumftances,  that  is,  of  fuch  depraved  ' 
Morals ;  whofe  Sins,  like  the  Jews ,  are  not  Sins 
of  Ignorance,  but  againft  Knowledge,  or  under 
Means  of  Conviftion, 

v.  >  .  ‘  1  .•  'k  ’  ■  -  . v.  .  ,  ‘  .  ■).  .  -£  \ii*,  ’ 

You  perceive  the  Ufe  I  mufl  make  of  the  Te^t5 

viz, 

I.  Inquire  firfi ,  What  thofe  Things  are  for  whifh 
God  Almighty  will  vifit  a  People. 

II.  /  Jhall  attempt  a  Vindication  of  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  in  fuch  a  Procedure .  And, 

III.  In  the  lajft  Place  (remembring,  That  if 
we  wou’d  make  this  our  Day  of  Humiliation 
a  Day  of  Atonement,  all  Hypocrify  and  Dif- 
iimulation  mufl:  be  laid  afide)  I  Jhall  fet  before 
you  what  I  apprehend  to  be  the  proper  Bufinefs 
§f  a  Faftj  the  Caufes  and  ‘Rjafons  of  this  our 
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folemn  Affembly,  and  our  Afprehenfions  ofCJadds 
jufi  V~ifitation. 

I,  1  am  to  inquire  what  t ho [e  Sins  are  for  which 
Almighty  Cjod  will  vifit  a  People .  And  in  fo  doings 
1  fhall  take  the  Information  of  this  Chapter  only, 
where  Fifit  is  tiled  in  the  fevere  Senfe  of  the 
Word,  and  lay  it  before  you  in  the  fame  Order  as 
1  find  it. 


Jer,  5.  2,  The  fir  ft  mention’d  is,  Swearing  falfly  :  Though 
they  fay  the  Lord  li'veth ,  furely ,  fays  the  Prophet, 
they  f wear  falfiy .  The  fir  ft,  and  more  obvious  In¬ 
terpretation  of  which  Words,  refpetfs  the  gene¬ 
ral  Practice  of  taking  God’s  Name  in  vain  in  com¬ 
mon  and  ordinary  Converfation,  or  the  more  de¬ 
liberate  Afts  of  premeditated  Perjury.  The  fir  ft 
oftbefe  is  called  Swearing  falfly,  becaufe  it  is  by 
no  means  required  of  us ;  and  natural  Religion 
has  taught  Men,  that  in  Things  trivial  and  indif-  , 
ft  rent ,  God  is  never  to  be  called  upon  as  an  Ar¬ 
bitrator.  If  an  Heathen  could  obferve.  That  the 
Deity  was  not  at  Leifure  for  fmall  Affairs,  furely 
a  Chriftian  ought  not  to  call  God  to  Witnefs  in 
Matters  which  are  neither  Weighty  nor  Impor¬ 
tant.  Now  ,  hcfides  difflionouring  that  Name 
which  is  Holy  and  Tfeverend  ,  and  making 
that  Majefty  familiar,  which  fhou’d  keep  us  at  an 
awful  Diiiance,  it  fo  falls  out,  that  we  cannot 
thus  dilhonour  God  without  the  Lofs  of  our  own 
Reputation  :  For  the  Original  of  Oaths  being 
founded  upon  the  Treachery  of  Mankind,  he 
who  makes  a  Praffice  of  Swearing  pubiickly,  pro¬ 
claims  as  pubiickly.,  that  he  is  hardly  to  be  be¬ 
lieved.  Moreover,  it  cannot  but  happen,  that  he 
who  fweareth  commonly,  rauft  fwear  falfly,  be¬ 
caufe  the  frequency  of  the  Praftice  does  manifeft- 
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]y  evidence  his  Difefteem  of  an  Oath  as  a  Thing 
facred,  and  Forgetfulnefs  of  Him  by  whom  he 
fwears :  Now,  here  is  a  facred  Inftitution  pro- 
phaned,  and  the  Perfon  appealed  to,  not  thought 
upon,  an  Oath  fo  circumftantiated  mu  ft  be  a  falie 
one,  becaufe  it  is  of  the  Eftfence  of  a  true  Oath  to 
be  u fed  religioufty,  and  that  the  Perfon  taking  it, 
confider  himfelf  as  in  the  more  immediate  Pre¬ 
fence  of  Almighty  God. 

Although  this  be  bad  enough,  yet  A8s  of  de¬ 
liberate  Perjury  are  ft  ill  worle  ;  for  they  make 
the  God  of  Truth  witnel^  to  a  Lie,  which  of  all 
Things  He  profeffeth  moil  to  abhor  ;  the  Reafbn 
is  this,  becaufe  of  all  Things  it  is  in  oft  contrary 
to  his  Nature  ;  the  Devil  being  a  Liar ,  and  the  T0hn8.44- 
Father  of  it . 

Criminals  of  this  Sort  God  has  declared  that 
He  will  not  hold  Guilt  lefs,  that  is,  according  to 
the. Original,  He  will  not  make  Clean,  alluding 
to  the  legal  Purification  by  the  Blood  of  the  Sa- 
crifices :  If  then,  God  will  accept  no  Sacrifice  nor 
Oblation  for  this  Sin,  if  nothing  can  intervene  to 
pacify  an  offended  God,  and  divert  the  Courfe  of 
his  executive  Juftice,  but  Repentance  for  what  is 
paft,  and  a  contrary  Practice,  we  have  all  the 
Reafon  in  the  World  to  expefl  upon  a  Perfeve- 
rance,  that  He  wil \vifit  for  thefe  Things,  and  his 
Soul  arife  to  he  avenged  on  thofe  who  blaipheme,  or 
take  his  Ifjitne  in  vain . 

St.  Jerome  upon  this  Place,  calls  the  Falfe  Swear • 
ers  hypocritical  Profeffors  of  Religion,  who  fay 
the  Lord  Hveth  ;  that  is,  behave  themfelves  out¬ 
wardly  with  a  (earning  Regard  to  their  Duty  ; 
have  a  Form  of  (Jodlinefsin  Speech^  but  deny  the  i  Tim. 
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Power  of  it  in  their  Attions  :  This  he  gathers  from 
the  Connexion  of  this  Verfe  with  the  preceding. 
Though  they  fay  the  Lord  liveth  ;  which  fignifies, 
that  they  kept  up  the  Shadow  or  Appearance  tf 
Judgment  and  Truth  there  mention’d,  tho7  in  rea¬ 
lity  they  were  Strangers  to  the  Subftance.  This 
diffembled  Holinels  may  be  called  Fatfe  Swearings 
inafmuch  as  the  Evidence  of  an  Hypocrite’s  AfH- 
ons,  do  direftly  invalidate  the  folemn  one  of  his 
Words  ;  and  although  he  be  never  fo  frequent  in 
the  Temple,  or  pun&uai  in  the  Duties  of  the 
Clofet,  fo  long  as  his  Mouth  and  his  Heart  go  not 
together,  he  fweareth  faljly,  by  taking  God’s  Name 
in  vain  in  every  Prayer  he  makes:  He  rnuft  be  very 
young  in  Scripture  who  knoweth  not  the  Portion 
of  thefe  Men  •  which,  tho*  generally  refpe£Hng 
the  Life  after  this,  yet  fometimes  it  fo  providen¬ 
tially  falls  out,  that  they  meet  their  Punifhment 
in  this  World,  where  only  they  receive  their  Re¬ 
ward.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Forafmuch  as  this 
People  dram  near  me  with  their  Mouth ,  and  with 
their  Lips  do  honour  me ,  hut  have  removed  their 
Heart  far  from  me7  and  their  Fear  toward  me  is 
taught  by  the  Precept  of  Men:  Therefore  behold  I 
■will  proceed  to  do  a  marvellous  Work  among  this 
People ,  even  a  marvellous  Work  and  a  Wonder  :  For 
the  Wifdom  of  their  wife  Men  fa  all  periflj ,  and  the 
Vndsrfianding  of  their  prudent  Men  fljall  be  hid. 
Which  Prophecy,  whether  it  relate  to  any  Cap¬ 
tivity  of  the  Jews ,  or  foretels  their  prefect  Blind- 
nefs  and  Difperfion ,  is  a  dreadful  Inftance  of 
God’s  angry  Vifitation  for  the  Sin  of  Hypocrify  ; 
and,  as  I  before  obferved,  tiiofe  Examples  in 
Holy  Scripture  that  are  particular  as  to  their  Sub- 
je3:,  are  miverfal  in  their  Import,  ' 
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It  feems  the  Jews  had  fmarted  for  thefe  Sins 
before,  and  every  Calamity  that  ever  afflicted 
them  was  to  be  accounted  for  by  fome  remarkable 
Defection  from  the  received  Law;  and  every 
Deliverance  by  hearty  Sorrow  for  the  Offence* 
andx  Promife  of  Amendment.  But  although,  in 
the  2>ay  of  Adverfity ,  they  made  good  Refolutions* 
they  feldom  made  thofe  Refclutions  good.  This 
makes  the  Prophet,  in  the 

id  Place,  complain  of  their  Incorrigiblenefs ; 
that  they  had  made  no  Proficiency  in  the  School 
of  Affliction,  nor  turned  their  Misfortunes  to  the 
Advantages  defigned  :  ’Thou  haft  ftrichen  them*  Jer,  5.  ^ 
fays  he,  but  they  have  not  grieve d,  thou  haft  con- 
fumed  them ,  but  they  have  refufed  to  receive  Cor - 
reSiion:  They  have  made  their  Faces  harder  than  a 
Rock>  they  have  refufed  to  return .  Shall  /  not  vtfit , 
for  thefe  Things ,  faith  the  Lord?  Shall  not  my  Soul 
arife  to  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  Nation  as  this  ? 
Whence  1  draw  this  Conclufion,  That  when  lef- 
fer  J udgments  do  not  procure  Amendment,  greater 
are  to  be  expeCted.  If  we  refufe  to  be  corrected 
with  Rodsy  God  will  chaftize  us  with  Scorpions . 

The  Divine  Judgments  are  principally  in¬ 
tended  for  the  Reformation  of  that  People 
upon  whom  they  are  fent.  When  thy  Judgments Ifa* 
are  in  the  Earthy  fays  the  Prophet,  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  World  will  learn  Right eoufnefs.  And  lb  God 
deals  with  us  as  good  Kings  do  with  their  Sub¬ 
jects,  who  puniffi  the  Rebellion  of  a  Number  by 
making  neceffary  Examples  of  a  few,  and  that 
not  out  of  Hatred  to  the  Perfons  who  fuffer,  but 
Love  to  them  whom  they  gracioufly  forbear,  and 
hopes  of  bringing  them  to  a  Senfe  and  Perform¬ 
ance  of  their  Duty ;  But  if  this  Deftgn  fails,  if 
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gender  Methods  are  found  to  be  ineffectual  to 
the  End  propofed,  and  we  refift  the  Power  they 
have  to  move  us,  his  certainly  an  invitation  to 
more  fharp  inflictions.  For  if  it  be  the  Purpofe 
of  God  to  reclaim  by  Severity,  either  that  Pur¬ 
pofe  muff  fail,  which  it  were  Biajphemy  to  alTert, 
or  that  Severity  continue  or  increafe  by  juft  De¬ 
grees,  till  what  was  at  firff  intended  be  brought 
to  pahs.  Thus  in  the  Cafe  of  Pharaoh,  the  Gra¬ 
dation  of  his  Punifhment  is  obfervable,  from  in¬ 
animate  Things  to  the  Beaffs  pf  the  Field,  the 
Fruit  of  his  Land  was  deffroyed  before  the  Fruit 
of  his  Body,  and  every  new  Plague  added  foroe- 
thing  to  the  Weight  of  the  former.  An  obffi- 
nate  Sinner,  like  a  Man  in  a  Lethargy,  muff  be 
awakened,  tho’  by  Violence,  or  elfe  his  Sleep  will 
prove  his  Deftru&ion. 

This  DoCtrine  the  Prophet  thought  fo  plain  and 
undeniable, that  not  to  apprehend  it,  muff  proceed 
from  a  natural  Defect  in  the  Underftanding,  or 
from  an  Incapacity  to  cultivate  and  improve  it, 
jer.  5. 4.  Surely ,  fays  he,  thefe  are  Poor ,  they  are  Foolifh  :  1 
will  get  me  to  the  great  Men  :  Imagining  by  the 
Rule  of  Contraries  to  find  other  AffeCHons  ffirring 
among  thofe  whom  the  Favour  of  God  had  hap¬ 
pily  diftinguifh’d,  by  the  Advantages  of  a  plenti¬ 
ful  Fortune,  and  a  liberal  Education:  But  thofe 
he  found,  contrary  to  his  Expectation,  making  a 
« — 5.  bad  Ufe  of  God’s  Bleffings,  breaking  the  Take  of 
Obedience,  and  burping  all  Bonds  of  Reffraint, 
living  upon  Earth  like  the  Leviathan  in  the  Wa- 
PfaL  ioiTers?  as  if JC  were  made  only  for  them  to  take  their 
%6»  x  Pafiime  therein  :  Making  their  Will  their  Law, 
and  turning  their  Liberty  into  Licentioufnefs.  Shall 
I  not  vifit  for  thefe  Things,  faith  the  Lord  ?  Shall  not 
.  o'  my  Soul  be  avenged  on  fuels  a  Nation  as  this  f  The 
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Queftion  upon  this  Particular,  thrown  into  a  Pro¬ 
portion,  is  this. 

1  ft.  That  the  Abufe  of  fign al  Mercies  provokes 
God  to  plague  us  with  fignal  Judgments .  Various  are 
the  Ways  by  which  Bleiftngs  may  be  abufed }  as 
Eirfi,  When  they  are  received  without  Acknow¬ 
ledgment,  and  paying  that  Tribute  of  Thanks 
which  is  jiiftly  due  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  Gifts : 

When  we  take  them  as  corrupt  Perlbns  do  Bribes, 
with  our  Hands  behind  us,  unwilling  to  own  from 
whence  they  come  •,  or,  which  is  worfe,  if  we 
look  upon  our  Advantages  as  owing  only  to  our 
lelves,  as  the  Acquifitions  of  our  own  Wit  or 
Parts,  or  Induftry  only,  and  fo  facrifice  to  our  onwBab.i.tf.i 
Nets  •  that  is,  think  our  felves  beholden  to  no¬ 
body  for  them  •  when  Bleffings  are  thus  unthank- 
fully  received,  and  prefutnptuoufly  enjoyed,  the 
Punifhment  of  Ingratitude,  which  as  fuch  never 
yet  found  a  Patron,  is  juftly  our  Portion  •  befides 
that  which  is  due  to  a  rebellious  Incroachment  on 
the  Divine  Prerogative,  whofe  alone  is  the  Dif- 
J)ofal  of  the  Earthy  and  all  that  therein  is .  Pfal.  24.1. 

For  this  Reafon  the  Jews  were  more  than  once 
cautioned  not  to  afcribe  the  Greatnefs  of  their 
future  Power  or  Riches,  to  their  own  Procure¬ 
ment  ,  independent  of  the  Divine  Affiftance, 
which  alone  maketh  one  Man  to  differ  from  ano - 1  Cot  4.7. 
ther.  Wfaolbever  is  fo  inconfiderately,  or  pre- 
fumptuoufly  Unjuft,  robs  God  of  His  peculiar 
Property,  and  obliges  Him  not  to  fuffer  the  fa- 
crilegious  Invader  to  efcape  with  Impunity. 

Again,  the  holy  Pfalmift  fays,  God  hath  made pfal.3.4, 
his  Works  to  be  remember’d.  If  fo,  then, 
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idly,  We  abufe  God^s  Mercies ,  when  we  puffer  the 
Memory  of  them  to  per  iff,  and  forget  what  He  has 
done  for  us.  It  is  a  frefh  Provocation  to  have  little 
or  no  Senfe  of  Benefits  received.  Such  a  one  at 
leaft  delerves  to  forfeit  the  Favours  he  has  fp 
flighted,  or  to  be  deferted  upon  his  Want  of  a 
like  Afliflance.  The  common  Senfe  and  Practice 
of  Mankind  fpeaks  this.  And  we  know  it  was 
Pfal.  iotf.  imputed  to  Ifrael  as  Sin,  That  they  for  gat  (god 
2 1,22, 23.  tfj€ir  Savioury  which  had  done  great  Things  in  .ZEgypt; 
wonderful  Things  in  the  Land  of  Ham,  and  fearful 
Things  by  the  Red- Sea :  Therefore  He  faid  He  would 
defiroy  them ♦ 

3dly,  Mercies  are  then  mofi  eminently  abufedy 
and  God  in  the  higheft  Degree  provoked ,  when  we 
make  His  Favours  Incentives  to  Wickednefsy  and  re¬ 
bel  againfi  Him  in  the  Strength  of  His  own  Benefits . 
Thus  our  Prophet  complains  of  the  Jews:  That 
when  He  had  fed  them  to  the  full y  inftead  of  look¬ 
ing  up  to  the  Hand  that  gave,  and  praiflng  the 
Liberality  of  their  bountiful  Benefa&or,  They  af- 
Jer,  5.  7.  fembled  them/ elves  by  Troops  in  the  Harlots  Houfes. 
Whether  this  be  to  be  underflood  in  the  Letter, 
or  the  Figure,  it  reprefents  a  moft  monftrous  In¬ 
gratitude,  by  differing  the  Devil  to-direft  them  in 
the  Application  of  thofe  Things  of  which  God 
had  given  them  the  Vfe.  Profperity,  which  in 
it;  felf  is  a.  real  Bleffing,  is  thus  turned  into  a  fub- 
flantial  Curie,  and  the  Offenders  ip  this  Point  are 
as  much  the  Objects  of  God’s  Juftice,  as  he  who 
receives  a  Penfion  from  his  Prince,  and  employs 
it  in  Rebellion  again fl  his  Crown  and  Dignity  : 
And  what  do  fuch  Men  do  lefs,  who  make  God’s 
BleiEngs  fubfervient  to  their  Luffs  and  Paffx- 
ons,  than  turn,  as  it  were,  His  own  Artillery  up¬ 
on 
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on  Him,  and  fight  Him,  as  we  fay,  at  His  own 
Weapons  ?  When  the  Man  of  Power  lends  his 
Name  to  skreen  the  Guilty,  and  to  cpprefs  the 
Innocent ,  and  when  the  Wealthy  iliali  lay  out 
his  Store  only  to  feed  his  Vanity,  and  gratify  his 
Appetites  ;  when  Wit  and  Parts  are  employed  in 
the  Defence  of  Errors  and  Immoralities,  what  is 
this,  but  tranfcribing  the  Aftion,  and  incurring 
the  Penalty  of  thofe  foolifii  Ifraelites ,  who,  to 
their  own  Shame  and  Dilhonour,  employed  the 
Jewels  God  had  given  them  to  the  making  a 
Molten  Calf,  and  bringing  a  Plague  upon  them- 
felves  and  their  Pofterity  ?  Shall  1  not  vi fit  for  thefe 
Things,  faith  the  Lord  ?  Shall  not  my  Soul  he  avenged 
on  fuch  a  Nation  as  this ? 


’Tis  a  Principle  and  Law  of  Nature,  to  do 
good  to  thofe  who  do  good  to  us.  The  very  Beafts 
a£f  conformably  hereunto  :  For  the  Ox  knovoeth  hisifa,  lt  |s 
Owner ,  and  the  Afs  his  Mafler^s  Crib .  The  dulleff, 
and  raoft  heavy  Creatures,  are  not  without  fbme 
Tokens  of  Affeftion  to  thofe  who  feed  them.  Now 
for  any  to  break  this  well  known  Law,  and  to  be 
fo  far  from  obferving  the  Obligation  that  it  lays 
upon  them,  as  to  offer  Violence  to  it  by  a  down¬ 
right  contrary  Behaviour  ^  is  an  Indication  of  a 
Temper  inferior  to  the  late  mentioned  Brutes, 
laying  Claim  to  the  Corre&ion  of  the  Goad  and 
Bridle  much  more  than  they.  And,  "Therefore 
Jhall  not  I  vifit  for  thefe  Things,  faith  the  Lord  f  Shall 
not  my  Soul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  Nation  as  this  ? 


4thly,  *Tis  a  natural  Tranfition  from  Luxury  to 
Atheifm .  Left  1  be  full,  and  fay,  who  is  the  Lord  ? 
Says  Agur .  When  a  Man  has  broke  Bounds,  and 
given  a  Loofe  to  lawlefs  Defires,  and  indulged 
himfelf  in  the  Accomplifhment  of  them,  he  is 
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glad  to  entertain  Thoughts  of  Impunity,  The 
Holy  Pfalmift  long  ago  made  this  Obfervation,, 
that  the  Corruptions  of  Men  were  the  Caufes  of 
rfal.14. 1.  Infidelity.  The  Fool  hath  faid  in  his  Heart  there  is 
no  God  \  the  Reafon  follows,  becaufe  they  are  cor - 
rupty  and  have  done  abominable  Works ,  gnd  there¬ 
fore  hope,  by  the  Denial  of  a  God,  to  efcape  Pu- 
nifhment.  Befides,  Senfuality  has  a  natural  Ten¬ 
dency  to  efface  all  Notices  of  Virtue,  and  to  ftifle 
and  fupprefs  every  Motion  of  Good,  which  makes 
St.  Paul  term  thofe  who  live  in  Pleafure,  Dead 
while  they  live :  The  Reafon  is,  becaufe  as  the 
Soul  is  the  Life  of  the  Body,  God  is  the  Life  of 
the  Soul :  And  as  the  Body  without-  the  Soul  is 
*  Aug.  deadj  fp  the  Soul  without  God  is  dead  alfo  *.  And 
Tr^ff.47.  no  Account  is  to  be  made  of  the  worfe  Part  after 
w  Joann.  the  L0fs  0f  the  better.  As  long  as  Men  continue 
in  any  finful  Courfe,  their  State  is  hazardous,  but 
when  God  thus  fatally  fuffers  one  Sin  to  be  the  Pu- 
nifhment  of  another,  evil  Motions  of  the  Heart 
to  fuper-induce  Biindnefs  of  Mind, their  Cafe  is  to 
be  pronounced  defperate  and  incurable  :  There  is 
no  way  left  for  their  Recovery  without  a  Miracle. 
For  they  who  have  fo  notorioufly  abufed  God’s 
Mercies,  will  not,  ’tis  likely,  be  awakened  by  his 
Jer.  5. 12.  Judgments.  Hence  the  Prophet  fays.  They  mil 
bely  the  Lord ,  and  fay  it  is  not  He ,  neither  jhall  Evil 
come  upon  us7  neither  jhall  we  fee  Sword  nor  Famine . 
When  any  Calamity  overtakes  them,  when  any 
Danger  threatens  them,  it  is  by  fuch  Men  con- 
fider’d  as  the  Effeft  of  fecond  Caufes  only,  wich- 
1  Cor.  out  any  regard  had  to  the  Agency  of  the  §rfh  The . 
2*  natural  Man  receiveth  not  the  Things  of  Gpdy  neither  > 
can  he  know  themy  becaufe  they  are  fplritually  difcerh^ 
ed*  They  arp  not  to  be  difHnguifhed  by  a  repro- 
Rom.  i.  bate  Mind  (a  Mind  void  of  Judgment,  as  the  Mar- 
gin  explains  it,  to  fliew,  that  all  Wickednefs  is 

Folly, 
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Folly,  as  well  with  regard  to  temporal  Concerns 
as  fpiritual)  but  only  to  be  accounted  for,  by  the 
Direction  of  that  convincing  Spirit,  who  will  not 
dwell  where  *Vncleannefs  entreth  in . 


Stilly,  He  who  hath  no  Hope  in  God ,  is  of  all  Men 
the  leafi  able  to  fupport  himfelf:  He  ftands  in  need 
of  more  external  Aid  and  Afiiftance  than  other 
People,  and  his  Purfuit  after  it,  is,  generally 
ipeaking,  proportionate  to  his  Want.  Like  the 
Phaiilees,  he  will  compafs  Sea  and  Land  to  make  Mat.  23, 
Trofelytes ,  for  by  Numbers  only  is  he  kept  inCoun-  »J- 
tenance,  and  his  Infidelity,  as  he  may  think,  ju- 
ftified.  This,  our  Prophet  calls,  Setting  a  Trap,  Vet- 
and  catching  Men.  Now,  although  this  be  the  more 
famous  Senfe  of  the  Text,  yet  are  there  other 
fubordinate  ofFenfive  Snares,  which  make  the  Lay¬ 
ers  of  them  finful  Catchers  of  Men  alfo.  As  for 
Inftance,  when  a  Man  commits  an  A&  formally 
finful,  whereby  another  is  encouraged  to  do  the 
fame  by  his  Example,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  Jeroboam 
and  his  Calves  at  Dan  and  Bethel  j  this  is  fetfing  a 
Trap,  and  catching  Men.  Or  if  he  betray  any 
one  who  has  a  Dependance  upon  him,  to  do  a 
Thing  in  its  own  Nature  indifferent,  which  yet  he 
flsall  think  wrong  or  finful,  as  in  the  Cafe  ofjoab’s*.  Sam.24. 
numbring  the  People  at  the  command  of  David. 

Though  the  Sin  be  formally  the  Doers,  radically 
it  is  bis  who  gave  the  Occafion.  Or,  again,  he 
who  employs  his  Learning  or  Counfel,  to  feduce 
or  miflead  Men,  or  his  Power  and  Authority  to 
intimidate  or  afright  them,  or  the  Agreeablenefs 
of  his  Converfation  to  perfwade  or  intice  them  to 
aft  contrary  to  their  Duty  or  Intereft,  as  in  the 
Cafe  of  public*;  Eleflions  is  too  commonly  done, 
lets  fo  many  Traps,  and  catches  Men.  To  this 
Head  may  be  brought  all  Fraud  and  Circumven¬ 
tion 
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tion  in  Traffick,  Deceit  in  Trade,  falle  Weights 
and  Meafures,*  taking  Advantage  of  a  Man’s 
Weaknels  to  over-reach  him;  Ufury  and  Extor¬ 
tion;  fetting,  as  it  is  called,  a  good  Face  upon  a 
bad  Matter,  and  the  like.  By  fuch  Arts  as  thefe, 
Jer.  5. 28,  fays  the  Prophet,  they  are  waxen  fat ,  they  fhine  • 
that  is,  they  are  arrived  at  plentiful  Fortunes  and 
large  Effaces,  fumptuous  Equipages,  and  fplen- 
did  Titles  — *  Right  Honourable  it  may  be,  and 
Right  Reverend  Sinners,  having  as  much  Pre-emi¬ 
nence  in  Place  as  Impiety.  When  the  Talents 
God  has  given  us  are  fo  mil-employed ;  efpecially, 
when  his  Truth  is  either  denied  cr  perverted,  and 
the  Apoftacy  ftudioufly  propagated  and  defended, 
this  is  a  worfe  Way  of  catching  or  ftealing  Men , 
Ver.24.7.  than  that  mentioned  in  Deuteronomy ,  for  which 
Death  was  denounc’d ;  and  if  it  fatally  prevail,  as 
in  the  Jetvijh  State,  and  there  arifeth  no  Body  or* 
God’s  part,  it  is  then  to  be  expefted  that  He 
Ifa.  1.24.  fhould  plead  His  own  Caule,  and  eafe  Him  of 
His  Adversaries.  And  when  God  fhall  vi fit  for 
thefe  Things ,  Inftances  tell  us,  that  Wealth  and 
Power  are  no  Security  againft  his  deftroying  An¬ 
gel  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  the  fatteft  Sin¬ 
ners,  for  whofe  fake  His  Wrath  is  kindled,  are 
pfal.  78.  the  ifitreft  Sacrifices  to  His  Vengeance.  He  gave 
them  their  own  Deftre%  fays  the  Pfalmift,  they  were, 
not  eftranged  from  their  Lufl.  But  while  the  Meat 
was  yet  in  their  Mouths ,  in  the  midft  of  their  luxu¬ 
rious  Repaft,  the  Wrath  of  God  came  upon  them, 
and  flew  the  fatteft ,  that  is,  the  Wealthieft  of 
them. 

Jer*  5.  28.  6thly}  The  next  Charge  runs  for  Injuftice ;  They 
judge  not  the  Cauje ,  the  Caufe  of  the  Fatherlefsi  and 
the  Right  of  the  needy  do  they  not  judge . 

The 
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The  Holy  Scriptures  are  every  where  fo  full 
of  Cautions  againft  Iniquities  of  this  Sort,  that  I 
ihould  trefpafs  upon  your  Patience  as  much  in 
reciting  them,  as  do  Injury  to  your  Underfhnd- 
ing  in  proving  them  to  be  barbarous  and  unnatu¬ 
ral,  and  worthy  of  Divine  Vengeance.  They 
who  know  leaf!  the  Charge  of  the  Magifirate, 
conclude,  That  it  is  his  Duty  to  .preferve  Men 
in  the  Poffeflion  of  their  Rights,  and  to  keep 
them  from  Afts  of  Violence  and  InjufHce.  When 
he  more  immediately  fuffoins  the  Perfon  of  God, 
and  we  fee  Him  in  the  Seat  of  judgment,  we  can¬ 
not  but  expeft  righteous  Determinations,  and  an 
exa£t  Impartiality.  Shall  not  the  Judge ■  of  ail  the  Gen.  is. 
Earth  do  right  ?  And  ought  not  His  Repreferita- 
tives  to  purfue  the  fame  indifbenfa^e  Meafures? 

They  who  a£t  otherwife  betray  the  Honour  of 
their  Principal,  by  proftituting  His  Authority, 

£0  countenance  or  eftabliili  what  He  profefies  to 
diflifee.  The  Judgment  is  laid  to  be  the  Lord's*  Deut.i.i^ 
becaule  all  good  humane  Laws  are  founded  upon 
the  divine;  and  when  they  are  either  deHroyed 
or  perverted,  which  is  much  the  fame,  it  is 
Time,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Royal  Politician, 
for  the  Lord  to  lay  to  his  Hand  for  the  Supportpfajf  XI^ 
of  it.  12.6. 

7.  Lafily ,  There  is  no  furer  Sign  of  God’s 
giving  a  Nation  over  to  DeftruEHon,  than  when 
the  Law  [hall  perijh  from  the  rPriefty  cr,  in  the  E2.eL7.26. 
Apoftle’s  Words,  when  God  [ball  fend  a  People  fuch  2  Thef.  .%• 
ffrong  Delufion ,  that  they  [hall  believe  a  Lye.  n. 

Of  all  Temptations  none  are  fo  dangerous  as 
thofe  which  come  covered  with  the  Vail  of  Ho- 
linefs,  and  pretend  to  Authority  from  God. 

Every 
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Every  Sin  fo  received  will  be  to  him  whom  it 
poffeffes,  what  Ramoth-Gilead  was  to  j4baby  the 
fure  Means  of  Deftru&ion,  though  Four  Hun¬ 
dred  Prophets  prophefy  Peace.  When  they 
!  whole  peculiar  Office  it  is,  by  their  Life  and 
Doftrine  to  direct  the  Pepple  in  the  right  Way, 
fhall,  to  humour  the  Extravagances  of  a  depraved 
Age,  fuit  their  DoCtrine  to  the  Inclinations  of 
their  Hearers,  and  make  the  Word  of  God  bend 
to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  Irreligicn  ;  when  they 
advance  nothing  contrary  to  the  Lufis  and  Paffions 
of  their  Rulers,  but  through  a  fearful,  unapo- 
Ifa.  5,  2o.ftolical,  (laviffi  Compliance,  call  Evil,  (food  •  and 
(food,  Evil  y  put  Hitter  for  Sweety  and  Sweet  for 
Bitter ;  when  they  wreft  and  torture  Scripture  to 
make  it  give  an  Occaiional  Vote  *,  when  they  fay. 
Thus  faith  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  faid 
fo :  Such  ungodly  Prevaricators,  like  the  evil 
Angels  among  the  Egyptians ,  are  the  Pourers  out 
Pfal.78.490f  Wrath ,  Indignat  tony  and  Trouble .  This  was, 

to  fpeak  in  the  Language  of  the  Prophet,  the  won- 
V-S°>3i.  derful  and  horrible  Cafe  of  the  Jews ,  The  Prophets 
among  them  prophefied  falfly ,  and  the  Pr lefts,  who 
fhould  difcover  the  Impofture,  countenance  it, 
becaufe  they  bear  Rule  by  their  Meansy  and  my 
People  love  to  have  it  fo3  and  what  will  ye  do  in  the 
End  thereof  ? 

I  have  now  done  with  my  firff  Enquiry,  and 
fhewn  for  what  Offences  Almighty  God  will  vifit 
a  Peophy  viz, .  For  open  Profanenefs  and  Hypocri- 
fy ;  for  perfiffing  in  Evil  under  means  of  Con¬ 
viction  •,  for  abufing  His  Mercies  ;  for  the  Pro¬ 
pagation  of  Atheifm  and  Infidelity ;  for  Fraud 
and  Circumvention  in  fecular  Affairs ;  for  neg¬ 
lecting  or  perverting  JufHce  and  judgment ;  and 
above  all,  for  the  fcandalous  Prevarication  of 

thofe 
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chofe  who  ought  to  be  faithful  Dilpenfers  of 
the  Word  of  God,  I  proceed  now, 

II.  To  attempt  a  Vindication  of  Divine  Vrovi - 
dcnce  in  punijhing  thefe  fever al  Enormities . 

This  1  hope  will  be  done  effe&ually,  if  I  make 
it  appear,  that  fuch  a  Vindiftive  Proceedure  is 
Natural,  Reafonable,  and  Neceilary ;  and  even 
according  to  our  own  Stipulation,  Jufh 

Firft  then,  For  the  Nature  of  it. 

With  regard  to  Confluences,  I  take  it,  that 
there  is  the  fame  immutable  Law  to  the  Moral 
World,  as  to  the  Phyfical  or  Natural :  That  is 
to  fay.  As  m  the  Natural  World,  every  Tree, 
and  every  Plant  bears  Fruit  after  its  Kind,  whofe 
Seed  is  in  it  felf  ;  lo  in  the  Moral,  every 
Aftion  that  a  Man  does  and  confentsto,  is  attend¬ 
ed  with  (uitabie  gjonfequences  *,  the  Goodnefs  or 
Malignity  of  an  A&ion  being  produ&ive,  as  the 
Seed  of  a  Plant,  after  its  Kind  :  Now  fince  no¬ 
thing  that  is,  did,  or  could  produce  it  felf ;  it 
follows,  that  the  dated  Laws  of  Nature  muft  al¬ 
ter,  before  any  Thing  ean  be  produced,  but  from 
its  Likenefs :  That  is  to  fay.  Before  any  Thing 
that  is  good  can  naturally  proceed  from  any 
Thing  that  is  evil  \  or  any  Thing  that  is  evil  be 
naturally  produced  from  any  Thing  that  is  good. 

Our  Saviour  him  lelf  thus  reafons  from  the  Laws 
of  Nature  to  Morality  ;  A  good  Tree ,  fays 
cannot  bring  fofth  evil  Fruit  j  neither  can  a  cor¬ 
rupt  Tree  bring  forth  good  Fruit :  Where  He  gives 
us  to  underhand,  that  as  in  Nature,  Caufes  pro¬ 
duce  regular  Effe&s,  and  we  may  judge  of  the 
one  by  the  other  reciprocally,  fo  in  Morals,  it  is 
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but  examining  the  Nature  of  the  ACtion  to  know 
what  it  will  confequencially  bring  forth  :  Or 
elfe,  The  EffeCt  will,  by  taking  up  Deductions, 
iliew  from  what  Caufe  it  originally  fprings  : 
So  then  when  any  Affliction  or  Misfortune  does 
befal  us,  it  is  unnatural  to  fay  it  cometh  of 
Job  5.  6,  it  felf,  for  AffliBion  cometh  not  forth  of  the  T)ufir 
neither  dothTrouble  faring  out  of  the  Ground ,  (faith 
Job )  that  is,  Thefe  Things  are  not  cafual  or 
fpontaneous,  for  Man  is  born  to  Trouble ,  as  the 
*—  7 Sparks  fly  upwards  ;  that  is>  naturally  :  HisTrou^ 
bles  are  the  regular  EffeCt  of  fome  antecedent 
Caufe,  and  if  his  Calamities  are  evil,  they  mull 
arife  from  Evil,  be  the  Fruit  of  fome  former 
Wickednefs  he  has  been  guilty  of  Surely  thus 
there  is,  there  muft  be  fome  hidden  Caufe,  fome 
fecret  Reafon,  of  which  every  Man's  own  Con¬ 
fidence  is  the  befl  Judge,  to  be  aflign’d  for  all  the 
Burdens  and  Diflrefs,  the  Tribulation  and  An- 
guifli  that  Men  endure  ;  according  as  they  be¬ 
have  themfelves  fo  it  fares  with  them,  and  their 
Manners  or  Morals  make  their  Fortune  either  a 
Plague  or  a  Blefling. 


2.  When  an  Injury  is  done  9tis  natural  and  re¬ 
gular  that  Satisfa&ion  be  required,  which  if  the 
Offender  refufe  to  give,  Juftice  will  warrant  the 
taking  it  by  Force.  By  finning  we  do  Injury  to 
Almighty  God,  in  that  we  requite  Him  Evil  for 
Good,  and  tranfgrefs  His  Law,  and  by  Confe- 
quence  become  liable  to  the  Penalties  of  it.  All 
the  Satisfaction  we  are  capable  of  making,  is  by 
Repentance  and  Amendment  to  break  off  our 
wicked  ACtions,  and  to  lead  a  new  Life  ;  which 
if  we  negleCt  to  do,  we  have  Reafon  to  expeO: 

Cen.4.  7!the  Confequences  of  Difobedience.  If  thou  dofi 
weJl3  (fays  God)  jhalt  thou  not  be  accepted  '$  but  if 
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thou  dofi  evil ,  Sin  lieth  at  the  Door  :  That  is,  the 
Punifhment  due  to  Sin  is  ready  to  break  in  upon 
thee.  To  this  give  all  the  Prophets  IVitnefs,  that  if 
a  Man  vvil]  not  turn  and  repent,  He  will  whet  His Deut.  32, 
glittering  Sword ,  and  make  bare  His  Arm  :  Since4i* 
w e  provoke  Him  every  Day,  though  He  be  patient ,pfal.7.i2, 
yet  is  He  flrong  •  patient  to  teach  Man  -Knowledge , 
and  firong  to  puniili  the  Mifufe  of  it  •  having 
mo#  folemniy  declar’d  His  Refblution,  that  He 
will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty.  Exod.34.7 

When  Mofes  made  a  Repetition  of  the  Law,  to 
fix  it  the  deeper  in  the  Minds  of  that  rebellious  Peo¬ 
ple  to  whom  it  was  deliver’d,  after  the  mo#  gra¬ 
cious  Promifes  to  make  their  Duty  their  Delight, 
and  their  Obedience  hearty  and  hncere  •  for  Fear 
left  Happinefs  ihouid  make  them  careiefs,  and 
their  Security  forget  its  Author,  with  a  Voice  like 
the  Voice  of  mighty  Thun  drives,  he  denounced  Rev,  19. 6* 
again#  the  difobedient  fuch  Plagues  as  are  fright¬ 
ful  but  to  think  of.  How  dreadful  then  to  lie 
under  ?  It  jhall  come  to  pafs ,  fays  he,  if  thou  wilt  Deut.  .28. 
mot  hearken  to  the  Voice  of  the  Lord  thy  (god,  to  oh-  J5* 
ferve  to  do  all  His  Commandment s,  and  His  Statutes 
which  I  command  thee  this  Day ,  that  all  thefe  Curfes 
Jhall  come  upon  thee  and  overtake  thee .  Curfed  fhafp 
thou  be  in  the  City ,  and  curfed  j halt  thou  be  in  the 
Held.  Curfed  fit  all  be  thy  Basket  and  thy  Store „ 

Curfed  Jhall  be  the  Fruit  of  thy  Body ,  and  the  Fruit 
of  thy-Land,  the  Encreafe  of  thy  Kine ,  and  the  Flocks 
of  thy  Sheep.  Curfed  fijalt  thou  be  when  thou  comeft 
in,  and  curfed  Jhdt  thou  be  when  thou  goefv  out .  The 
Lord  Jhall  fend  upon  thee  Curjing ,  Vexation ,  and 
Rebuke,  in  all  that  thou  fettejb  thine  Hand  unto  for 
to  do.  The  Lord  Jhall  fmite  thee  with  a  Confump - 
tion,  and  with  a  Fever ,  and  with  an  Inflammation 9 
and  with  extreme  Burning,  and  with  the  Sword ,  and 
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VpithrBlafHng%  and  with  Mildew  y  and  they  (hall  purfue 
thee  till  thou  peri(h,  esfnd  thy  Heaven  that  is  over 
thy  Head  (hall  he  Brafs,  and  the  Earth  that  is  under 
thee  (hall  be  Iron .  The  Fruit  of  thy  Landy  and  all 
thy  Labours  (hall  a  Nation  which  thou  knowefl  not 
eat  upy  and  thou  (halt  be  only  oppreffed  and  crujhed 
ahvay.  The  Lord  (hall  bring  thee  and  thy  King  which 
thou  (halt  fet  over  theey  unto  a  Nation  which  neither 
thou  nor  thy  Fathers  have  known  :  And  there  thou 
J halt  ferve  other  Godsy  Wood  and  Stone,  And  thou 
j halt  become  an  Afonifhment,  a  SProverby  and  a  By¬ 
word  among  all  Nations ,  Now  by  a  fair  and  eafy 
Application  we  may  fee,  why,  and  how  Man¬ 
kind  is  fo  confhntly,  fo  variedly,  tormented. 
Every  Sin  we  commit  challenges  the  Vengeance 
due  to  it  ;  and  how  fecretly  or  artificially  foever 
it  be  committed  or  carried  on,  it  will  naturally  at 
length  find  us  out.  Hence  may  we  account  for 
Sedition  in  the  City,  and  Barrennefs  in  the  Field. 
Hence  may  we  gather  the  Caufe  of  Affairs  go¬ 
ing  backward,  and  Men  becoming  Bankrupts. 
Hence  we  hear  Cries  in  the  Family,  and  Com¬ 
plaints  in  the  Streets  :  Hence  may  we  derive 
the  Unnaturalriefs  of  Children,  and  theUnfaith- 
fulnefs  of  Servants.  Hence  may  we  difeover  the 
Spring  of  our  Difappointments  and  Defeat  in 
our  Enterprises.  Hence  may  we  know  the  Seeds 
of  our  Difeafes,  and  the  Caufes  of  fundry  Kinds 
of  Death.  Hence  it  comes  that  the  Children 
are  ejected,  and  Strangers  divide  the  Inheritance; 
Lam.  5.2.  Bence  we  have  feen  Princes  become  Vagabonds, 
Pfal.  109,  an^  beg  their  'Bread ,  and  Nobles  feel  it  out  of 
5>.  defolate  Places,  Hence  arife  National  Judg¬ 
ments  and  Private  Calamities.  Hence  come 
&  Cor. 7.5.  Fightings  without ,  and  Fears  within ,  and  it  muff 
needs  be  fo,  for  the  Mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpo- 
*  ksfi  it, 
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2.  Since  it  has  pleafed  Almighty  God  to  annex 
the  Promifes  of  this  Life,  as  well  as  that  to  come, 
to  Obedience  ;  I  think  the  Oppofition  is  but  rea- 
fonable  and  ne'ceffary,  that  Difobedience  fhould 
be  attended  with  the  Plagues  of  both  alfo  ;  other- 
wife  the  World,  bad  as  it  is,  wou’d  ft  ill  become 
worfe  :  Should  an  unrighteous  Man  meet  no  Op¬ 
pofition,  or  Rebuke,  in  his  unrighteous  Path  -7 
Should  he  who  leads  the  Life  of  the  Wicked  al-^utn#2.# 
ways  leem  to  die  the  Death  of  the  ‘BJghteous,  how  10. 
contagious  would  fuch  Examples  be?  How  few 
wou’d  refift  a  Temptation  to  o’erieap  the  Bounds 
of  Modefty,  Plain-Dealing  and  Humility,  to  gra¬ 
tify  a  fenfual  Inclination,  to  increafe  their  Store, 
or  to  feed  their  Vanity  ?  Let  but  a  dazling  Bait 
be  hung  in  View,  and  the  mils  of  it  the  only  Pu- 
nifhment,  and  what  unnatural  Strides  will  Men 
take  to  come  at  it  ?  Neither  the  Dilates  of  Hu¬ 
manity  would  be  perfuafive,  nor  the  Obligations 
of  Friendfhip  binding,  nor  the  Ties  of  Natures 
fttong  enough  to  flop  the  Career  of  a  lawlefs  De¬ 
fire.  Therefore  it  is  both  reafonable  and  neceffa- 
ry  for  the  well-being  of  Mankind,  that  fome  be 
fingled  out  for  publick  Examples,  that  others 
may  fee  and  fear,  and  do  no  more  wickedly • 

Judgment  infilled  upon  an  Elymas  may  confirm  ' 
the  weak  Chriftian,  and  recal  the  Backflidden  : 

And  he,  who  like  Zimri ,  has  affli&ed  the  Good 
by  a  Icandalous  Life,  fhould  terrify  the  Wicked 
by  a  furprizing  Death.  In  private  Affairs  like- 
wife,  if  through  prevalence  of  Cuftom,  or  Exam¬ 
ple,  a  Man’s  Morals  come  to  be  lb  depraved,  as 
that  he  can  reconcile  his  perfonai  Wickednels  to 
the  Rules  of  Honefty  and  Virtue  :  If  he  has  no 
other  Meafure  of  Good  and  Evil  but  Succefs  7  if 
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Fraud  or  Deceit,  or  any  otlier  undue  Means,  have 
made  him  Opulent  and  Wealthy;  if  his  Eflate 
be  the  Gatherings  of  Injuftice,  or  is  poifefs’d  with 
Diffidence,  or  enjoy’d  with  Unthankfulnefs ;  or 
if  a  Man’s  Original  be  mean,  and  his  Circumftaru 
ces  narrow  ;  if  he  guiltily  males  hafte  to  be  r£Jch 
Prov.  28  {and  they  who  do  fo ,  fays  Solomon ,  cannot  be  inno- 
so.  cent)  if  he  puts  his  whole  Trufl  in  Man  for  Re* 
drefs,  and  makes  an  Arm  of  Flejh  his  only  Support  9 
in  thefe  Cafes  Reafon  and  Neceffity  do  both  re¬ 
quire,  that  his  Folly  be  dete&ed  and  made  appa¬ 
rent,  at  leaft  to  himfelf,  that  his  Hopes  be  blafted, 
and  his  Expe&ations  brought  to  nought,  to  teach 
him  his  Duty,-to  vindicate  Providence,  that  it  hath 
a  Regard  to  Human  Affairs,  and  above  all  to  fave 
his  Soul.  And  this  we  fee  often  come  to  pafs,  fome- 
times  ordinarily,  and  lometimes  extraordinarily ; 
For  In  fiance,  How  frequently  are  the  Vices  of : 
the  Father  punifhed  in  the  Difobedience  of  the 
Son  ?  The  Wickednels  of  the  Prince  in  the  Re¬ 
bellion  of  the  Subject?  And  the  Iniquity  of  the 
PrieiF  in  the  Stubbornnefs  of  the  People  ?  How 
ufualjy  do  the  fworn  Partners  of  IrijufHce  turn  Ac- 
cuiers  one  of  another  ?  Often  are*  well  concerted 
Meafures  broken  in  the  Execution  of  them,  and 
the  over-flowing  Cup  of  Joy  ,  by  an  unfeen 
Hand,  dalh’d  with  Gall  in  a  Moment.  Or,  if 
all  fee m  well  and  pleafing  without  *,  if  the  Brow 
be  fmooth,  and  the  Forehead  without  wrinkle, 
yet  Gonfcience,  likeaGhoft,  will  haunt  this  gar- 
nifhed  Sepulchre }  and,  for  the  above-faid  Rea- 
fons>  difplay  the  Rottennels  and  Deformity  within* 

3.  The  fevere  Difpenfations  of  Providence  I 
take  to  be,  according  to  our  own  Stipulation,  juft, 

\  -  !  < 
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When  God  made  a  Covenant  with  our  Father 
Abraham,  and  in  him  with  all  his  Defendants, 
the  manner  of  making  it  was  as  follows.  We  read 
that  He  took  an  Heifer  of  three  Tears  old,  and  <2  Gen,  15, 
She-Goat  and  a  Ram,  and  divided  them  in  the  midfl, 
and  laid  each  Piece  one  againft  another .  And  it  came 
to  pafs,  that  when  the  Sun  was  down ,  and  it  was  darkj 
•behold  a  fmoaking  Furnace ,  and  a  burning  Lamp ,  that 
paffed  between  thofe  Pieces.  Now,  fince  God  never 
promifes  but  conditionally,  we  conclude  ,  that 
Abraham  alfo  paffed  between  the  Pieces,  in  his 
own  Perfon,  as  well  as  the  Lord  in  thofe  two  fiery 
Reprefentations.  The  Meaning  of  which  Cere¬ 
mony  is  this *,  God,  to  fliew  the  Immutability  of 
his  Promife  made  to  our  Fore-father  Abraham^ 
ccndefc.ended  to  declare  it  by  a  Cuflom  (after¬ 
wards  at  lead)  of  Men,  which  was,  in  making 
Leagues  and  Covenants,  to  flay  Cattle,  and  cut¬ 
ting  them  in  Pieces,  folemnly  to  pafs  between  the 
Parts  fb  divided,  thereby  interchangeably  fignify- 
mg,  and  expreffing  a  mutual  Willingnefs  and  De~ 
lire,  that  the  Party  which  fhould  violate  the  Co¬ 
venant  then  made  between  them,  fhould  become 
as  thofe  flaughtered  Beafts.  And  this  5tis  likely 
our  bleffed  Saviour  alludes  to,  when  fpeakiug  of 
the  evil  Servant,  he  fays.  His  Lord  fhall  come  and l% 
cut  him  in  funder .  So  that  hence  it  appears,  that  46. 
we  our  felves,  in  the  Perfon  of  our  Father  Abra- 
ham ,  have  agreed  to  the  Infliction  of  Divine  Ven¬ 
geance  upon  our  felves,  if  we  fail  to  perfornuour 
Part  of  the  Conditions.  And,  therefore,  what 
In  juftice  does  any  Man  receive  at  the  Hand  of 
God,  when  he  pleafes  to  afflict  ?  May  not  He  fay 
to  him,  as  the  good  Man  in  the  Gofpel  to  the 
grumbling  diffatisHed  Labourer,  I  do  thee  no  wrong,  Mar.  20. 
take  that  is  thine ,  didjl  thou  not  agree  with  me?  13*14* 
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Hence  all  Cavilling  and  Murmur,  all  Repining  and 
Complaint,  at  thofe  Difpenfations  of  Providence 
which  make  us  fmart,  appear  impious  as  well  as 
vain.  The  worft  we  endure  in  this  Life,  falls  far 
ihort  of  our  Deferts  \  and  the  good  Things  we 
enjoy,  are  more  than  the  beft  of  us  can  lay  claim 
to  by  Virtue  df  any  Merit.  And  fhall  we  receive 
the  good  Things  of  mere  Grace  and  Favour,  and 
not  the  Evil  of  Defert  ?  Is  it  natural,  or  reafon- 
able,  to  hope  for  the  Gifts  of  God,  without  be¬ 
ing  ever  paid  the  Wages  of  Sin  ?  Or,  can  we  ex- 
pefl  to  ufe  the  Means,  and  not  arrive  at  the  End 
they  lead  to,  and  where  we  our  felves  have  con« 
fenced  to  go  ? 

Which  brings  me  to  my 

o 

III.  Third  General,  which  is  to  let  before  you, 
What  I  apprehend  to  be  the  proper  Buftnefs  of  a 
Religious  Faft ,  vi  %rthe  Caufes  of  this  our  folemtt 
Affembly^  and  our  Apprehenfion  of  (Jodf  juft 
Vi [it  at  ion . 

And  here  l  am  dire&ed,  by  the  Royal  Autho¬ 
rity,  to  fay,  That  We  are  met  this  Day  for  obtain » 
ing  Pardon  of  our  Sins9  and  averting  thofe  heavy 
Judgments  which  they  have  moft  juftly  deferved  \  and , 
particularly ,  for  befeeching  Cod  to  preferve  us  from 
the  Plague ,  with  which  Jeveral  other  Countries  ft  ill 
continue  to  be  vifited. 

To  the  Accomplilhment  of  fo  defireable  an 
End,  it  is  necelfary  to  fee  what  thofe  Sins  are 
which  may  have  incenfed  God  againh:  lis,  for 
which  we  are  to  humble  our  felves  before  him 
this  Day  ;  for  we  can  expefl  no  Pardon  without 
Confeffian  and  Repentance  5tis  the  only  Way 

we 
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we  have  Jefc,  by  penitential  Shame  and  Sorrow, 
to  avoid  the  judicial  Visitation  which  we  are  at 
prefect  afraid  of.  He  that  covereth  his  Sins ,  faith  Prov,  28. 
Solomon ,  fball  not  profper ,  but  whofo  confejfeth  atid  ll' 
forfaketh  them  Jhall  have  Mercy . 

Here  I  mu  ft  beg  leave  to  re-aflume  the  Chapter 
of  the  Text,  to  every  Inftance  of  which  we  of 
this  Nation  have  drawn  an  unhappy  Parallel  *  and 
he  who  would  perform  the  Duty  of  a  Prophet 
among  us  confcientioufly ,  may  make  every 
Charge  there  exhibited  againft  the  Jewsi  by  no 
unnatural  Application,  affeft  us  alio. 

’Tis  an  unpleafant  Task  I  am  undertaking,  but 
at  this  Time  by  no  means  to  be  avoided,  as  a  Mat¬ 
ter  of  the  laft  Concern  :  It  would  be  an  impious 
Abfurdity,  on  a  Day  of  Humiliation,  to  draw  a 
Veil  over  our  Crimes,  or  to  palliate  our  Offences  \ 
this  wou’d  invite  the  Vengeance  we  intend  to  de¬ 
precate,  and  be  like  the  Israelites  proclaiming  4 Ex.  32* 
Faft  unto  the  Lord ,  and  facrificing  to  a  Golden  Calf  \ 

I  wifli  I  could  fay  with  the  Apoftle,  that  I  had 
nothing  to  accufe  my  Nation  cf ;  or  could  complaiq  A&s  28* 
with  leis  Truth  than  the  Prophet,  that  the  whole 
Head  is  fickj  and  the  whole  Heart  faint.  From  the Ifa.  1,5,6 
Sole  of  the  Foot  unto  the  Head  there  is  no  Soundnefs  in 
it ,  but  Wounds  and  Fruijes3  and  putrifying  Sores . 

But  I  am  afraid  I  do  no  wrong  to  my  Country, 
in  affirming,  That  thofe  Sins  which  our  Text 
threatens  to  vifit  for,  are  at  as  great  an  Height 
among  us  now,  as  among  the  Jews  in  the  Time  of 
Jeremiah , 
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t.  Our  open  Contempt  of  God’s  Law,  and  our 
§aviours  Precept,  is  manifeid  in  the  common 
Praftice  of  Swearing,  fo  fcandaloufly  frequent 
both  with  the  Bafe  and  Honourable.  ’Tis  tfue, 
we  have  good  and  wholfome  Laws  enabled  again  ft 
Prophanenefs  and  Immorality,  but  they  are  fo 
lamely  executed,  that  I  dare  fay,  were  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Convictions  upon  an  Aft  of  almoft  thirty 
Years  handing  to  be  inquired  into,  they  would 
not  exceed  the  feveral  Publications  of  it,  in  that 
Time,  in  the  Church.  The  Judgment  upon  our 
Neighbour  Nation,  remarkable  for  this  vicious 
Cuftom,  ihews  us,  that  God  will  not  always  de¬ 
cline  the  bold  Challenges  we  fend  him,  nor  be 
deaf  to  the  Imprecations  we  make  upon  our  felves 
or  others:  He  who  has  been  fo  often  fummoned 
to  come  down  and  witnefs  to  our  Extravagancies 
and  Impieties,  will,  we  fee  at  length,  appear, 
tho’  to  a  quite  different  Purpofe,  and  make  us 
know  and  feel,  that  His  Great  and  Holy  Name 
is  not  to  be  trifled  with,  or  blafphemed,  with  Im¬ 
punity. 

2.  If  we  advance  higher,  and  fpeak  of  taking 
Gcd?s  Name  in  vain,  in  A&s  of  deliberate  Per¬ 
jury,  the  better  Part  of  this  Audience,  who  are 
acquainted  with  judicial  Procefles,  can,  I  believe, 
attefl,  that  this  abominable  Wickednefs  is  not  un¬ 
common,  becaufe  it  muff  go  for  the  moft  part  un¬ 
paid flied.  To  this,  I  fear,  may  be  added,  the 
PraOdce  of  many  in  Places  of  Trufl,  the  neceflary 
Buiinefs  of  which  makes  the  Ufe  of  an  Oath  Cu¬ 
stomary  and  Familiar,  and  confequently  deflroys 
*  Hier.  inx^Q  Reverence  that  is  due  to  fo  facred  a  Matter*, 
Fyth.  Auf.  And  now,  confidering  in  thefe  two  Cafes  only, 
Car0  how  many  there  are  who  almofl;  daily  renounce 
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the  Divine  Mercy,  and  imprecate  God’s  Judg¬ 
ments  upon  them  and  their  Pofierity,  we  cannot 
but  conclude,  that  God,  who  is  appealed  to  as  an 
Avenger,  will  vilit  us  for  thefe  Things  ;  and  that, 
unlefs  our  Repentance  prevent  it,  this  Land  will 
be  like  the  Land  of  Judah,  which  mourneth  becaufe]^.i^.xoo 
of  Sxvearing. 

We  may  ask  our  felves  that  Queftion  of  Af<?/^,Deut.4.7. 
What  TSfation  is  there  fo  great,  who  hath  Cod  fo  nigh 
unto  them,  as  the  Lord  our  God  is  in  all  Things  that 
we  call  upon  him  for  ?  He  has  guided  our  Counfels, 
and  gone  forth  with  our  Armies  \  He  gave  us  al- 
Stioft  uninterrupted  Victory  in  Battle,  till  He  had 
fecured  to  us  the  Bieffing  of  Peace  \  He  has  pre- 
ferved  our  Religion,  and  not  yet  deprived  us  of 
our  Liberties:  And,  What  have  we  render1  d  untopfaj .  n54 
the  Lord  for  all  thefe  Benefits  He  hath  done  uni o  m  f  11. 

We  have  made  little  or  no  ufe  of  thefe  Bleffings 
to  the  Improvement  either  of  Piety  or  Morality, 
but  like  Jefurun  have  waxed  fat  and  kicked, ,  turned  Deut.  32. 
the  Gifts  of  our  Benefactor  to  other  Purpofes  than  l5* 

He  intended.  Shall  I  not  vifit  for  thefe  Things ,  faith 
the  Lord  ?  Shall  not  my  Soul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  Na¬ 
tion  as  this  ? 

3.  On  the  other  Hand,  how  often  has  God  cor¬ 
rected  us  and  we  have  been  incorrigible  ?  Ho# 
often  has  He  made  us  fuffer  Adverfity,  and  we 
refufed  to  be  thereby  reclaimed  ?  Winds  and 
Storms^  and  intemperate  Seafons,  have  had  no 
good  EffeCt  upon  us$  Ruin  of  Credit  abroad,  and 
the  Decay  of  Trade  at  home,  we  have  not  placed 
as  a  Balance  to  our  provoking  Sins,  nor  have  we 
been  more  frugal ,  altho’  we  have  been  lefl 
wealthy, 

•  ‘  '  E  2 
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Since  the  deftru&ive  Execution  of  a  late  felo- 
Prova  nious  Scheme,  which  has  brought  Poverty  upon  m 
24*  34*  as  one  that  travelleth ,  and  Want  as  an  armed  Man , 
what  Abatement  have  we  obferved  in  our  Pride 
and  Luxury  ?  What  Tokens  of  Humiliation  for 
fo  fatal  a  Blow,  which  has  dealt  more  Unhappi- 
nefs  to  us  on  a  fudden  ,  than  the  two  dreadful 
Years  of  Peftilence  and  Fire,  added  to  all  the 
Calamities  of  a  bloody  and  expenfive  War*  Who¬ 
ever  looks  upon  this  Misfortune  with  a  religious 
Eye,  will  difcover  in  it  a  National  Judgment  for 
the  National  Crimes  of  Avarice  and  Ambition, 
which  fpread  themfelves  almoft  over  every  Or¬ 
der  and  Degree  of  Men  among  us,  and  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  corrupt  the  Reprefentatives  of  our  Nation, 
would  have  made  them  like  the  Jetpijh  Sanhedrim 
Ifa.  i.  and  Confiftory,  which  by  the  Prophet’s  Account, 
5 1  2 3*  muft  have  been  a  Body  of  as  dehgnedly  wicked 

Men,  as  ever  met  together  to  betray  a  Conftitu- 
tion.  But  have  the  Miferies  we  lie  under  brought 
us  to  a  Senfe  of  our  Duty  ?  Have  they  made  us 
call  our  pah  Ways  to  remembrance,  and  examine 
for  what  Caufe  this  Evil  is  come  upon  us  ?  Does 
the  unjuft  Dealer  confider  his  Lofs  as  a  providen¬ 
tial  Refumption  of  ill-gotten  Wealth,  or  He  who 
trufted  in  his  Riches,  refleft  upon  the  Vanity  of 
his  Confidence  ?  Dees  the  worldly  wife  Man  upon 
this  Account,  lefs  glory  in  his  Wifdom,  and 
make  the  confounding  his  Devices  the  Abatement 
of  h  is  Pride  ?  If  fo  his  well,  and  we  hope  the 
worft  is  over-paft :  If  not,  God  will  ftill  maintain 
his  Controverfy  with  us,  till  either  we  fubmit,  or 
i  Sam.  are  confumed.  When  I  beginy  fays  He,  I  will  alj& 

i2.  mate  an  End . 
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4.  The  Charge  of  Injuftice  which  the  Prophet 
brings  againft  the  Jews,  for  not  judging  the  Ca&fe 
of  the  Father lefs,  and  the  Ri^ht  of  the  Needy ,  termi¬ 
nates  not  in  a  Court  of  judicature,  as  regarding 
only  the  Abufeof  legal  proceedings  ^  where  all 
Falflioods  in  Evidence,  all  Partial  Verdifts,  all 
Prevarication  in  Pleading,  all  Defences  of  bad 
Caufes,  every  Straining  the  Laws,  are  allowed  to 
be  lo  many  deliberate  Afts  of  Sin,  and  Provoca¬ 
tions  of  Divine  Vengeance,  in  which  who  can 
fay  we  are  lefs  culpable  than  the  Jews  ?  I  fay  it 
does  not  terminate  here,  but  the  Caufe  of  the 
Fatherlefs  is  not  judged ,  when  Guardians,  publick 
or  private,  defraud  Orphans  of  their  Due,  or  aft 
not  for  them  to  the  beft  Advantage  ;  the  Right 
of  the  Njedy  is  invaded,  when  the  Labourer  is 
defrauded,  or  kept  out  of  his  Hire,  or  when  a 
Matter  behaves  indecently  to  his  Servant,  or  a 
Creditor  to  his  Debtor  ;  and  Opprettions  of  this 
Sort  God  has  promifed  to  avenge,  upon  the  leatt 
Application  of  the  Parties  aggrieved  :  If  thou  Exod/ 22* 
ajflitt  them  in  any  voi[e,  and  they  cry  at  all  unto  me,  -$>  H* 

I  will  purely  hear  their  Cry .  jind  my  Wrath  jhall 
Wax  hot ,  and  1  will  hill  you  with  the  Sword ,  and 
your  Wives  fid  all  be  Widows ,  and  your  Children  Fa~ 
therlefs. 

Let  our  Jay  Is  and  Prifons  then  tell  us  the  Dan¬ 
ger  we  are  in  from  pure  Cruelty  and  Unmerci- 
fulnefs  ^  let  late  flourilhing  Families  inform  us 
of  the  fatal  EfFefts  of  Ufury  and  Extortion  ;  let 
the  hardy  Seaman,  who  puts  his  Life  in  bis  Hand ,  1  Sam.ip* 
and  goeth  forth,  tell  thole  who  take  Advantage  of  5* 
his  Neceftity,  that  their  unjuft  Gain  is  the  Trice  of  Mat.z?  & 
Flood }  let  them  do  any  Thing  but  cry  againft 
us,  left  God  vifit  us  for  thefe  Things  9  and  His 

Soul 
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Soul  arife  to  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  Nation  as 
this . 

5.  We  fhall  be  the  lefs  furprized  at  thefe  Things* 
when  we  pals  into  the  Temple  of  the  Lord,  and 
Mic.3.i4.fee  the  wonderful  and  horrible  Thing — -the  Priefis 
teaching  for  Hire9  and  the  Prophets  divining  for 
Money9  or  Preferment :  Suiting  their  Do&rines  to 
the  Times,  and  forbearing,  at  leaft,  if  not  allow¬ 
ing  the  Vices  of  the  great  and  powerful.  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  read  or  heard  of  any  mo¬ 
dern  Sermon  at  Court,  againft  thev  Vices  and 
Temptations  moft  incident  to  high  and  exalted 
Stations  \  fuch  as,  Bribery,  or  Corruption,  or 
Riot,  or  Luxury,  or  the  probable  Iniquities  of  a 
Mafquerade.  But  Love,  and  Peace,  and  Charity, 
and  Forbearance,  and  Toleration,  the  Duty  of 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Cafar’s  undifputed 
Title,  which  are  in  themfelves  very  good  Topicks, 
properly  infilled  on,  are  there  excellently  well 
difplayed  and  inculcated  into  an  Audience,  whole 
Sphere  of  A&ion  requires,  for  the  moft  Part, 
monitory  Difcourfes  of  another  Nature.  And 
would  to  God  this  were  the  worft  •  and  that  Fear* 
fulnels,  or  Flattery,  or  Omiftions,  were  our  great- 
eft  Faults  :  But  when  Doftrines  are  advanced  in 
direft  Contradiftion  to  the  plaineft  Words  of 
Scripture  ;  when  we  are  told.  That  a  Man  of 
quick  Parts,  and  excellent  Abilities,  though  of 
a  confeftecHy  profligate  and  vicious  Life,  fhall 
loon  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  Favour  of  God,  by 
his  quick  Senfe,  and  Readinefs  of  Application  3 
while  a  dull  Sinner  muft  go  a  round-about  Way, 
with  the  Apoftle,  and  work  out  his  Salvation  with 
FhiLz.i i.Fear  and  Trembling ,  and  a  long  Repentance;  I 
fay,  when  we  are  thus  taught,  that  God  is  a  Re* 
fpe&er  of  Perfons,  and  Ho  has  declar’d  Him. 

felf 
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felf  to  be  no  Kefpettcr  of  Perfons,  either  His  Truth  2  Sam.  14* 
mu  it  fmly  which  He  will  not  fuffer  ;  or  to  vindi-^^ 

C4te  and  prove  it,  He  mu  ft  arife  and  vifit.  Again,  “ 

Hal.  89. 

When  a  Church  eftabliihed  by  Law,  is  taken  33. 
frosh  under  the  Care  of  the  Magiftrate,  who  is 
the  Guardian  of  the  Law  ;  and  the  Indolence  of 
an  Heathen  Ruler,  laid  down  as  a  Practical  Guide 
to  a  Chriftian  Governor.  This  is  to  reduce  Re¬ 
ligion  to  its  Primitive  State  indeed  in  one  Senfe, 
when  it  was  upheld  by  Miracles.  And  in  a  like 
Cafe  the  Interpofttion  and  Prote&ion  of  Heaven 
is  no  doubt  unqueftipnable  3  but  whether  we 
lliould  deferve  Miracles  of  Mercy,  or  Miracles 
of  Judgment  upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  let  our 
felves  be  Judges. 

I  rauft  confefs,  according  to  late  received  No¬ 
tions,  they  who  throw  down  the  Fences  of  the 
Church  may  feem  to  be  juftified  :  For,  If  ChriJFs  John  18. 
Kingdom  he  not  of  this  World,  that  is  to  fay,  if  He  3^ 
has  left  no  vifible  humane  Authority  to  govern 
His  People  as  fuch,  but  every  Man  may  do  what  is  Deut.  12. 
right  in  his  own  Eyes ,  provided  he  be  fincere,  and  be  8. 
allowed  to  form  his  own  Notions  of  Sincerity  allb, 
and  be  thereby  entitled  to  the  Favour  of  God  - 
if  this,  I  fay,  be  found  Do&rine,  then  there  lies 
no  Obligation  upon  any  Man  to  fubmit,  either  to 
Magiftrate  or  Minifter,  for  Confcience  Sake, 
whofe  Inclination  ftiall  lead  him  to  behave  con- 
temptuoufly.  And  thus  likewife  Virtue  and  Vice, 

Religion  and  Irreligion,  Praife  and  Difpraife, 

Evil  Report  and  Good  Report,  are  put  upon  the 
fame  Level,  and  our  Obligations  to  pra&ife  the 
one,  provided  we  be  fincere,  that  is,  either  confci- 
entious  or  humourfome,  are  as  great  and  ftrong 
as  to  the  Performance  of  the  other.  If  tfcys  be 
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Gal.  5.  i*  the  Liberty  wherewith  Chrifi  hath  made  its  free  ;  if 
Rom. 8. 2 1  this  be  the  glorious  Liberty  of  the  Sons  of  (Sod 
fure  I  am  that  it  was  unknown  to  the  Apoftles  and 
Primitive  Chriftians  \  and  looks  more  iike  expo- 
fing  than  explaining  that  Gofpel  we  have  at  pre- 
;  fent :  And,  perhaps,  for  that  Reafon,  imbold’ned 
*?eeJ?ea  late  arrogant  Author  to  offer  us  one  from  the 
land'v  Na-^r^>  anc*  Affurance  to  compliment  a 

zarenus.  Prelate  in  Order  to  its  Propagation  *. 

When  Scripture  is  brought  to  countenance  all 
Opinions,  the  Beauty  of  Holinefs  muff  be  de¬ 
frayed,  which  confifts  in  Unity  and  Uniformity, 
and  a  right  Belief  is  no  more  advantageous  than 
a  wrong  *,  as  is  the  Jew9  fo  is  the  Gentile ,  and  the 
Chrifiian  ;  and  he  who  fncerely  profefieth  Ghri- 
ffianity,  no  better  than  he  who  fncerely  iaugh- 
eth  it  to  Scorn  :  If  the  Gofpel  fuffers  it  felf  to 
be  fo  ufed,  nay,  more,  entitles  a  Man  to  the  Fa¬ 
vour  of  God  for  fo  doing,  provided  he  be  fin- 
cere;  it  will  follow,  that  the  true  Beauty  of  Ho¬ 
linefs  will  be  as  various  as  our  Schifms  and  Divi- 

„  •  j* 

fions  are  ;  whereas  its  principal  Parts  are,  exter¬ 
nally,  a  National  Uniformity  in  Rites  and  Cere- 
%  Cor.  1.  monies,  and  fpeaking  the  fame  Thing  ;  internally, 
being  of  the  fame  Mind,  And  Separations  and 
Divifions  are,  I  think,  far  from  being  Beauties 
in  a  Body  Politick  ;  unlefs  what  is  torn  and  man¬ 
gled  be  efteemed  more  beautiful  than  what  is 
found  and  entire. 

You  may  remember  that  I  difclaimed  all  Hy- 
pocrify  and  Diifimulation,  at  the  Beginning  of 
this  Difcourfe  :  Here  then  I  cannot  but  affirm, 
that  I  look  upon  the  modern  Growth  and  Encou¬ 
ragement  of  Schifrn,  the  open  Profeffion  of 
Herefy,  the  numerous  daily  Attacks  made  upon 


Lord-Mayor,  ‘Dec.  8.  1721. 


our  Church,  to  be  juftiy  chargeable  upon  the 
corrupt  Explication  of  thofe  Words  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour  — My  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World  ;  where-  j0jin  Igs 
by  a  greater  Latitude  has  been  given  to  Men  de-  36. 
iirous  of  Change,  than  ever  the  Church  yet 
thought  of,  or  approved.  Nay,  Popery  it  felf, 
to  which  it  direOdy  tends,  never  at  its  wor ft  al¬ 
lowed  fuch  unconditional  Indulgences.  I  fay  it 
direCtly  tends  to  Popery,  for  if  all  Reftraint  be 
taken  away,  and  all  Men  are  fuffered  to  follow 
their  own  Inventions,  the  leaft  wife,  which  is  ah 
ways  the  greateft  Part  of  Mankind,  will,  at  laft, 
weary  with  wandring,  and  not  knowing  either 
how  to  fix  or  return,  be  glad  to  throw  it  felf  un¬ 
der  the  ProtefHon  of  an  Infallible  Guide. 

1  • 

In  Confequence  of  thefe  deftruOdve  Do&rines, 
numberlefs  are  the  Attacks  of  impious  and  pro¬ 
fane  Men  upon  every  Part  of  our  Ecclefiaftical 
Conftitution  :  And  no  marvel  after  the  Ordinan¬ 
ces  of  God  are  defpiled,  if  the  Ordinances  of 
Man  come  to  be  difefteemed,  and  a  Church,  like 
a  City,  be  broken  up,  which  is  betrayed  within 
at  the  lame  Time  as  Ihe  is  beleaguer’d  without* 

When  the  great  ones  of  our  Church  become 
the  Breakers  down  of  her  Walls,  what  will  not 
an  Adverfary  attempt,  yea,  what  w ay  he  not 
comfortably  exped  ?  If  this  bo  done  in  a  green 
Tree ,  what  fh all  be  done  in  a  dry  $  After  this  it  3^ 
will  be  no  Wonder,  if  fome  out  of  a  bafe  Com¬ 
pliance  to  the  Extravagance  of  a  vicious  Age, 
ihall  take  external  Communion,  and  the  vilible 
Beauty  of  Holineft  from  the  Church,  and  af¬ 
firm  them  to  be  more  properly  m  a  Malquerade^ 
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If  to  all  this  we  add  the  Revival  of  the  Ariati 
and  Socinian  Hereiies,  which  commit  fuch  foul 
Outrages  upon  our  Articles  of  Faith,  and  Means 
of  Salvation  ;  the  weekly  Defence  of  Treafon  or 
^London  Sacrilege  *  ;  the  open  Profanation  of  the  Lord’s- 
Nm^'^Day,  more  efpecially  in  a  neighbouring  City,  and 
and  Dec.  2.  the  Out-Parts  of  this ;  the  Multitudes  of  difor- 
derly  People  who  infeft  our  Streets j  the  infernal 
Clubs  and  Societies  for  the  Propagation  of  Vice 
and  Immorality  ;  the  Encouragement  given  to 
Theatres,  while  the  Houfes  of  God  lie  neglefr- 
ed  and  forfaken,  together  with  the  general  Indo¬ 
lence  of  Mankind  towards  a  Reformation.  I 
fay,  If  we  confider  thefe  Things,  and  withal  how 
few  there  are  who  lay  it  to  Heart,  we  muft  own 
we  have  fufficient  Reafons  to  fear  God  ’*  F  fl  nfi- 
tat  ion  for  thefe  Things ,  and  that  He  will  arife  to  be 
avenged  on  fuch  a  ‘Ifation  as  this .  Every  unre¬ 
pented  Crime  cries  for  Vengeance,  but  every  al¬ 
lowed  one  formally  challenges  it  as  due  :  And 
what  are  Crimes  but  allowed,  when  they  who 
have  the  Power  of  Reftraint  fufFer  them  to  be 
committed  with  Impunity  ? 

Behold,  I  have  made  an  Evangelical  Prefent- 
ment  of  thefe  Things  *,  fuffer  it,  I  befeech  you, 
ye  Men  of  Power,  to  be  as  valid  as  a  Legal  one. 
It  is  not  enough  for  us  to  fay,  we  our  felves  are 
not  guilty  of  fo  doing  •,  for  the  Sins  of  others 
will  be  imputed  to  us,  if  we  negleft  to  find  out, 
reprove,  and  punifli  them.  In  vain  ftall  we  build 
Barracks  for  reftoring  the  Sick,  and  preferving 
i  Kings  8.^  Sound,  unlefs  we  Hrft  remove  every  Man  the 
38.  Tlague  of  his  own  Hearty  and  endeavour  after  the 
like  cleanfing  of  his  Neighbours,  then  we  may 
fiducially  join  this  Iffue  with  God’s  Providence 
t  for 
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for  our  Prefervation  ;  or,  which  is  more  likely, 
by  thus  taking  away  the  Caufe,  the  Effeft  will 
be  prevented,  and  the  Lord  fuccefsfully  intreated  z  Sam.  24, 
for  our  Land, 

I  have  been  thinking  what  we  already  have  to 
plead  in  our  Favour,  why  Sentence  Ihould  not 
pals  againft  us,  according  as  we  have  delerved. 

And  I  hope  we  have  fome  Reliance  upon  thefe 
Four  Things. 

t.  The  Firft  is  that  National  Vote,  at  the  hi- 
fi  i  gat  ion  of  our  late  Queen,  of  ever  Blefted  asd 
truly  Glorious  Memory,  for  erecting  Fifty  new 
Churches  to  the  Honour  and  Service  of  Almighty 
God  *,  thereby  after  having  prevented  the  Growth 
of  Schifm,  religioufly  providing  Room  for  thofe 
who  fhould  return  into  the  Church. 

2.  The  Second  is,  The  commendable  Zeal  of 
fome  *  truly  Noble  and  Chriflian  Spirits,  lately 
exerted  in  the  Caule  of  God,  againft  the  Errors 
and  Herefies  which  are  fprung  up  amongft  us. 

May  there  never  be  wanting  a  Succeftion  of  fuch 
diftinguifhing  Lights  to  Jbine  before  Men ,  to  lead  Mat*  55,1 6 
them  in  the  right  Way,  to  the  Glory  of  our  Fa¬ 
ther  which  is  in  Heaven . 

3,  The  Third  is.  The  great  Goodnels  of  His 
Majefty,  in  redeeming  His  Captive  Subjects,  fet- 


*  See  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Nottingham**  An- 
fwer  to  Mr,  Whifton  :  ‘The  Right  Reverend  Bifbop  of  Oxford, 
the  Dean  of  Chichafter,  Worcefter,  and  Dr.  Snape,  their 
Fieces  again f  the  late  Bifloop  of  Bangor  :  Dr.  Waterland’* 
Vindication  of  ChrillV  Divinity  :  Mr,  Nelfon  againfi  Dr. 
Clark,  &c.  j 
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ting  them  free  who  were  faft  bound  in  Mifery 
and  Iron,  and  refforing  them  to  true  Religion 
and  Liberty.  May  God,  by  whom  Kings  reign , 
reffore  this  His  Labour  of  Love  (even  fold  into  His 
Bofom,  and  make  Him  know  and  fe6l  that  Afts  of 
Mercy  and  Compaflion  are  a  better  Security  to 
His  Perfon  and  Government,  than  the  Spear 
and  Shield ,  than  His  Fleets  and  Armies. 

4.  The  laft  and  beff  is.  The  Increafe  and  En¬ 
couragement  of  Schools  of  Charity,  which  are 
indeed  a  National  Goodnels,  and  the  likelieft 
Means,  under  God,  to  fupprels  Wickednefs  and 
Vice,  and  to  promote  Religion  and  Virtue.  Who 
knows  but  this  Provifion  that  the  Generations 
to  come  may  be  righteous,  may  happily  atone 
for  the  Licentioufnefs  of  this  ?  And  that  God 
who  feeth  Things  to  come  as  though  they  were 
Rom.  4.  Prefent*  and  calleth  Things  that  are  not  as  though 
^17.  they  were5  may  fpare  a  prelent  .guilty  Race,  in 
Profpeft  of  a  fucceeding  pious  one  ?  Sure  I  am, 
that  the  more  Examples  of  Charity  and  Mercy 
we  can  fhew,  the  more  Reafon  have  we  to  hope 
for  Favour  and  Forbearance  ;  and  that  our  In- 
tercelTor,  who  reckons  himfelf  benefited  by  our 
Liberalities  of  this  Sort,  will  therefore  become 
our  Saviour,  will  interpofe  in  our  Behalf  in 
this  our  Day  of  Danger,  and  hide  us  under  the 
Ifa.26. 20.  Shadow  of  His  Wings,  until  His  Father’s  Indig¬ 
nation  be  overpaft. 

I  will  relieve  your  Patience  when  I  Ihall  have 
made  fome  Remarks  upon  the  Defign  and  Ob- 
fervation  of  a  Religious  Faff. 

The  End  of  fuch  Appointments  if, I!  That  we 
ould  all  of  us  humble  our  felves  before  God, 

and 
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and  before  Men  in  publick  Affembiies,  and  open¬ 
ly  bewail  our  many  provoking  Sins,  and  be  af- 
fli&ed,  and  mourn,  and  weep,  and  repent,  to 
avert  the  heavy  judgments  and  Delegations, 
which  threaten  a  fmful  Land,  for  the  Wickedmfs  Pfal.  107. 
of  them  that  dwell  therein.  34, 

’Tis  true,  that  Grief  or  Sorrow  is  a  natural 
Paflion,  and  may  be  excited  on  various  Occafions; 
but  to  mourn  and  grieve  for  Sin  is  a  Strain  above 
Nature,  wrought  in  us  by  Grace,  for  having  of¬ 
fended  a  Jufk  and  Holy  God  :  Or  ejfe  it  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  near  Profpeft  of  fome  dreadful  Pu¬ 
nishment  that  awaits  us  for  it :  The  former  is 
that  Contrition  of  Heart  which  God  will  not  de- 
fpife  ;  the  latter  is  that  Terror  of  Confidence 
which  the  School-Men  call  Attrition,  an  AffeSi- 
dn  regarding  the  Evil  of  Puniftiment  only,  and  is 
far  from  that  godly  Sorrow  which  worker h  Repen-  2  Cor.  7, 
tance  not  to  be  repented  of  A  Man  may  be  thus  10. 
afflicted,  thus  frighten’d,  and  full  of  Grief  and 
Sorrow  for  fome  approaching  Calamity,  juff  ready 
to  leize  him,  without  any  Quarrel  at  all  with  his 
darling  Sins,  or  any  Refolution  to  forfake  them ; 
without  any  Compun&ion  of  Soul,  or  Senie  of  his 
own  Vilenefs,  and  Ingratitude,  to  a  gracious 
God  and  Father,  without  any  fincere  and  fix'd 
Vow  of  Amendment  of  Life  for  the  Time  to  come. 

But  Contrition  of  Heart  is  that  Grace  whereby  a 
Man  is  truly  humbled  and  mortified,  and  becomes 
Vile  in  his  own  Eyes  at  the  Sight  of  his  Tranf- 
greflions,  and  is  attended  with  Purpofes  to  lead 
a  new  Life,  and  perform  the  whole  Will  of  God 
for  the  future.  It  is  fome  thing  different  from 
the  Grace  of  Humility  }  for  if  Man  had  never 
finned,  he  would  neverthelefs  have  been  humble, 
as  the  Angels,  who  make  no  Account  of,  but  caft 
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themfelves  down  before  the  Throne,  in  token  of 
Dependance,  which  is  the  true  Spirit  of  Humili¬ 
ty  :  But  Contrition  of  Spirit  prefuppofeth  Sin, 
and  in  Holy  Scripture  is  therefore  called  a  Sacri¬ 
fice  :  For  I  conceive,  if  there  had  been  no  Sin, 
there  would  have  been  no  Sacrifice,  at  lead  of 
.pfal.  51.  broken  and  contrite  Heart s,  the  only  living  Sacri- 
*7*  fice  now  acceptable  with  God. 

If  then,  our  prefent  Prayers  and  Fading  are 
accompanied  with  fuch  Sacrifice,  with  fuch 
godly  Sorrow  which  worketh  Repentance  unto  Amend¬ 
ment  of  Life ,  and  a  fix’d  and  uniform  Obedience 
to  all  God’s  Commandments,  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  our  merciful  Father,  who  delighteth  not  in 
Jonah  5.  the  Miferies  of  his  Creatures,  will  repent  Him  of 
10**  the  Evil  He  hath ,  perhaps,  faid  He  will  do  untons . 

The  Arrows  of  Death  are  now  gone  abroad, 
they  fly  thick,  and  dick  fad,  in  the  Flefh  of 
Multitudes  round  about  us  :  No  Age  or  Sex,  no 
Strength  can  vvithdand  them  ;  the  Defolation 
they  make,  fimply  conddered,  is  dreadful,  but 
the  Departure,  perhaps,  of  fo  many  unprepared 
Souls,  is  above  all  Expreilion  miferable.  Now,  if 
thefe  Confiderations  will  not « awaken  and  rouze 
our  fleepy  Confciences,  to  a  ferious  Profpeft  and 
Apprehendon  of  our  prefent  Danger  *  if  thefe 
amazing  Plagues,  and  unfpeakable  Judgments  up¬ 
on  our  Neighbours,  are  not  fudicient  Warnings  to 
us  to  repent,  we  are  in  a  fair  way  to  perijh  Hkewife. 
There  is  but  one  Thing  left  to  produce  it  •  I  mean 
the  Goodnefs  of  God,  which  hath  hitherto  fpared 
and  preferved  us.  I  fay  this,  if  we  have  any  in¬ 
genuous  Difpofition  left,  iliould  lead  us  to  Repent- 
2  Cor.  5.  ance  anc^  Reformation  of  Life.  For  the  Love  of 
14.  Chrifi ,  faith  the  Apodle,  confiraineth  us . 


But 
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But  if  neither  His  Judgments,  nor  His  Mercy, 
can  work  upon  us ;  if  neither  Terror  nor  Forbear¬ 
ance  can  perfuade  us,  we  have  nothing  to  look  for 
but  his  fiery  Indignation ,  and  the  deftroying  Angel : 
For  He  will  certainly  vilit  for  our  Impenitence, 
and  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  ftubborn  and  ungrateful 
People. 


On  the  contrary,  if  we  turn  from  our  evil  Ways 
by  the  Voice  of  His  Mercy,  or  the  Thundering  of 
His  Judgments,  and  do  that  which  is  lawful  andEzek.  18. 
right ,  then  may  we  entertain  comfortable  Hopes,  27. 
that  in  this  our  Day  of  Diftrefs  God  will  hear  our  pfol.18.6. 
Koice  out  of  His  Holy  Temple,  and  that  our  Com¬ 
plaint  fhall  come  before  him .  That  He  will  deliver  Pfal.90.3. 
us  from  the  *P eftilence  that  walketh  in  Darknefs ,  and 

from  the  Sicknefs  that  deftroyeth  at  Noon  Day.  That  — - f. 

He  will  give  His  Angels  Charge  over  us  to  keep  us  in  '  lI- 

all  our  Ways ,  that  no  Evil  fhall  happen  unto  us,  nor  '  1  lo' 

any  Tlague  come  nigh  our  Dwelling. 


I  fhall  clofe  all  in  the  Words  of  Nehemiah. 


Now  therefore ,  our  God ,  the  Great,  the  Mighty,  Neh.9.32, 
and  the  Terrible  Cjod!  Who  keepefi  Covenant  and 
Mercy  •  Let  not  all  the  Trouble  feem  little  before 
Thee ,  that  hath  come  upon  us,  on  our  Kings ,  on  our 
Princes,  and  on  our  Priefts ,  and  on  our  Prophets , 
and  on  our  Fathers,  and  on  all  Thy  ‘People ! 

\ 

Howbeit ,  Thou  art  juft  in  all  that  is  brought  upon  — —  33* 
us,  for  Thou  haft  done  right ,  but  we  have  done 
wickedly  ! 


